
 
Potential use of the fortuitously-arrived parasite Dactylopius opuntiae (Hemiptera; Dactylopidae) as a 
biological control agent for the invasive cacti Opuntia ficus-indica in the Valencia region (East Spain). 
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Opuntia ficus-indica is a highly invasive species in sandstone coastal ranges in the 
Valencia region. It is included in the Spanish national catalogue of invasive sp. 



Invasion not restricted to degraded areas. Well preserved thermo-mediterranean 
shrublands by O.ficus indica in Calderona Natural Park heavily colonised (92,5 ha). 


