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Support to European policy  
 

× COM (2011) 244 an EU biodiversity strategy to 2020  

× MSFD Descriptor 2 : Non - indigenous species  

× REGULATION (EU) No 1143/2014 on the prevention and 
management of the introduction and spread of invasive 
alien species (IAS)  

 

 

EASIN  is  being  developed  as  the  information  support  system  

as  foreseen  under  Article  25  of  Regulation  1143 / 2014  

 

 



W hy EASIN?  

1. Tackling  alien  species  demands  international  collaboration,  integration,  

harmonization  of  information  and  promotion  of  management  

coherence ;  

 

2. Sharing knowledge is a key issue when handling alien species;  

 

3. Data  discovery  portal  facilitating  the  exploration  of  information  on  alien  

species  occurring  in  Europe  from  distributed  sources,  developing  tools  

and  web  services,  to  assist  AS management ;  
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EASIN in a nutshell  

ÅDeveloped  by  JRC with  DG ENV financial  support  as a mechanism  
interconnecting  existing  databases  enabling  easy  access  to  data  
and  information  on  alien  species  (AS)  in  Europe,  launched  in  
2012 ;  

 

ÅInformation  on  >  14 ,000  AS on :  taxonomy,  environment,  
gateways  and  pathways  of  introduction,  impact  and  spatial  data  
covering  marine,  freshwater  and  terrestrial  organisms ;  

 

ÅEASIN  is a network  that  promotes  cooperation  among  information  
systems  aiming  at  improving  the  quality  of  data  and  supporting  
the  implementation  of  the  European  policy  on  biodiversity ;  
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EASIN Catalogue: pan - European 
inventory of AS  

Data 

Providers 
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EASIN web services 

1st  version 
developed by 
integrating and 
reviewing 
information from  
43 databases  
 
 

alignment based 
on CBD  
 
 



Network of online interoperable web services  
 

EASIN: Compilation, 

Harmonization, 

Processing 

Data 

Provider 1 

Data 

Provider K 

Data 

Provider 5 

Data 

Provider 3 

Data 

Provider 2 

Data 

Provider 4 

Provision of spatial data 

Provision of services & tools 

Links to more detailed information 

Katsanevakis et al. 2012 Building the European Alien 
Species Information Network (EASIN): a novel approach 
for the exploration of distributed alien species data. 
BioInvasions  Records 1: 235 ï245  
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Data Quality: EASIN Editorial Board  

Å systematic update of EASIN Catalogue  

Å data quality assurance  

Å participatory approach  

Å 28 Members  

Å On- line platform for  
    discussion  
 
ÅWorking procedures  

 

 

 
 

http://easin -eb.jrc.ec.europa.eu/  



Data Quality: EASIN -  Lit  
 

Å EASIN internal activity;  

 

Å Geodatabase  providing  data  on  species  distribution  

(georeferenced  records  and  distribution  ranges)  coming  from  the  

review  of  scientific  literature  and  reports ;  
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EASIN Current Database Partners  

- On-going  discussion  on  collaboration  with  more  than  20  data  

partners,  including :  CABI,  VLIZ,  AQUANIS,  EEIKO,  NOBANIS,  

ESENIAS,  MAMIAS,  GRIIS ;  NCBI  GenBank , EMBL-EBI  European  

Nucleotide  Archive ;  

 

- MS surveillance  under  Reg. 1143 / 2014  can  feed  into  EASIN,  as well  

as National  and  Regional  data  from  Universities,  Research  centres,  

Public  organizations  (CAEN),  é;   
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